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B MANY A REGIMENT THAT PERISHED 
\THE SAGA OF ONE THAT WAS 





THE ANNALS OF WAR CAN POINT TO 





GALLANTLY IN BATTLE. BUT THIS 1S 
GLORIOUSLY RE- BORN... THE FENSHIRE 


Thunder In The Desert 


Chapter 2 ACTION FRONT 


TA YEOMANRY REGIMENT WHICH HAD SWITCHED TO.STEEL- CLAD i 
FIGHTING- VEHICLES ... SERYING NOW IN NORTH AFRICA -THROUGH 
THE DIFFICULT DAYS OF 1942... f= = a= - ee 


{WE CAN STILL PUT ON A SHOW hy 
THAT DOES CREOIT TOA CENTURY= 
ANDO _BY GAO, THIS 

ACTION: OF OURS 
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ae THERE WBSRE SOME WHO LOOKED ON THE 
FENSHIRE .LIGHT HORSE WITH DISFAVOUR, 
THOUGH. THE COMMANDER .OF THE ARMOURED 
BRIGADE WHO WAS IN CONSULTATION WITH A 
VISITING GENERAL WAS ONE 











f ENEMY 

THE DIVISIONAL 
SCOUT CARS 
REPORTED, . 
(T COULD POSE' A 


“YOU ACTED ON 
MY DIRECTIV 
. 





IN WORLD WAR ONE... HE 
.WAD NO UNDERSTANDING OF 4 Y FROM BENSON. 
THE WAYS OF PLUSHY : : HE HAS TO 
ITS Sth ee a eadtes TACK FENSHIRE 
P Ree, LIGHT HORSE ~ 
ON TO HIS 
SIGNATURE ».. 


BRIGADIER SAM COLLINS WAS Sw, NY 
IN THE ORIGINAL TANK CORPS RNS, - SEE THIS? 
: a SS It's A_MEMO 
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AND THE BRIGADIER V 

. CERTAINLY. HAD : 

NO. PATIENCE WITH | , oe 1) 
LOWY oe 


UPPER- CRUST TYPESN 


WHO ABOUNDED IN 
THE FENSHIRE 
LIGHT HORSE ..- 


SAM. ANYWAY, 
| WHATEVER 

YOU SAY) 

BENSON’S 

OUTFIT HAS 

&_ FINE ° 


COLLINS .MIGHT ee FELT HIS DOUBTS WERE WELL 


WHEN WE 
FOUNDED “HAD HEARD A DISCUSSION BETWEEN LEAGUER FOR THE 
BENSON AND THE: FENSHIRES’ SECOND-IN- COMMAND, Ww 


MAJOR GUY HANFORD. HANFORD, RIDING IN HIS TANK, 
| HAO INSTRUCTED HIS DRIVER TO DROP BACK... 


TENTS AS USUAL, 4 
ae 
SS R = = —~ 
= P —— . re 
seme 7 iM 
NA 2 is 


3 
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LIN RADIO SILENCE THE FORMATION ROLLED 
SOUTH “WESTWARDS. .IT_HALTED AFTER SUNSET 


IN THE CHILL GLOOM THAT SUCCEEDED THE 
BROILING DAY... 








THE MESS-TENTS 
WERE RAISED, 
AND WERE SOON 
CROWDED WITH 

| OFFICERS ANO 
MEN NOT ON 
DUTY oes pe 


THE JERRIES . 
DON'T KNOW WHAT, 
. THEY'RE IN - 
FOR, COLONEL. “YOU: 
MOHNNY, YOU WON'T ; CAN BE SURE’ THE ° 
HAVE ME WITH YOU o REGIMENT WILL 
AS A PASSENGER FOMORROWY gh 


DO A RATTLING 
VOL BE TRANELLING IN MY {gS GOOD JOB. 
TANK, | ESTIMATE WE'LL gfe , 
MAKE CONTACT AROUND _ ° 

Famec\ | FOURTEEN HUNDRED HOURS. 
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IN NO OTHER UNIT COUL® SUCH FRATERNISATION BE FOUND. BUT 
THEN THE FENSHIRES- WERE ALL MUCH OF A PATTERN. MAJOR 
-HANFORD . AND CORPORAL BLANE, F@R_ EXAMPLE ... IN CIVILIAN 
LIFE THEY WERE PARTNERS IN THE SAME FIRM. THEY RODE T 

HOUNDS TOGETHER, BELONGED TO THE SAME CLUBS... 


A RATTLING GOOD JOB? y OH, FOR THE DAYS OF A CAVALRY~ 
APTLY PUT, JOHNNY. [T JUST ASOLIT CHARGE... THE POUNDING HOOVES ° 
DESCRIBES THE CLATTER WE'LL MAKE / INSTEAD OF THE RUMBLE OF: SO 
IN OUR CRUSADERS WHEN WE GO .- MUCH SOULLESS HORSE- POWER... 


FOR THE HUN. 


WAS ‘THAT VISION OF A’ CAVALRY~CHARGE 
OF FORMER DAYS IN COLONEL BENSON‘S 
MIND “AT FOURTEEN HUNDRED HOURS THE 
FOLLOWING DAY... WHEN THE ENEMY, | 
WAS SIGHTED IN A MILE-WIDE WADI? 

IT MUST HAVE BEEN, 

IN“ THE LIGHT OF 

.WHAT HAPPENED / 








THE COLONEL THOUGHT FIT To 
MAKE A SHORT SPEECH OVER _ 
t 





THE REGIMENTAL RADIO-NE 
WAS A FIGHTING SPEECH ..- 


RANGE GROUP BY. 
HIT- AND-=RUN TACTICS 
BUT ITS STRENGTH 
HAS EVIDENTLY BEEN 


WITH A CONCERTED GROWL THE. CRUSADERS 
WALLOWED , FORWARD... AT TRIPLE~ JA, HERR HAUPTMANN... 
AND WITHOUT KNOWING 
WHAT THEY ARE 


SQUADRON STRENGTH... 
ae MOVING INTO / 


GET READY, 

LEUTNANT / 

THEY ARE 

BEGINNING TO 

MOVE TOWARDS 
us / 
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-DUG-IN| AND CONCEALED BY 
CLUMPS OF CAMEL‘S THORN, 
NAZI ANTI- TANK GUNS LAY IN 
AMBUSCADE FOR ANY SUCH . 
UNWARY FOE AS THE FENSHIRE 
LIGHT HORSE APPEARED TO 


ORDER -OF~ BATTLE. 
DRAMATICALLY, COLONEL BENSON 
THRUST HIS ARM UPWARD, 











IRONMONGERY, 

CALLED THEM, BUT THEIR: 

340- BHP ENGINES BUILT UP TO 
| & TUMULTUCUS CRESCENDO THAT 
STIRRED HIM STRANGELY. -+ 


iy 


es oe 
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AND THE OBJECTIVE NARROWED RAPIDLY AS THEY 


HE GAP 


BETWEEN _THEM 
WEPT .ON AT ELAT-OUT SPEED. THEIR 
ENEMY SLIT TRENCHES ...° — 
; RANGE TWO HUNDRED METRES / 
AT_THE COMMANDER 


PRAY ‘THE 





BESA MACHINE-GUNS BEGAN TO 


IN THE 


LEADING TANK... ONE SHORT 
BURST... 


THE FAS STUTTER OF A:SPANDAU 
WAS AS YET’ THE ONLY -.RESPONSE 
FROM THE GERMAN POSITIONS. 


eee ALL GUNNERS TO HOLD’ 
. THEMSELVES JIN READINESS TO 
SWITCH FROM BESAS Te . 
TG, PSMNORRS AND ENGAGE 





THAT WAS WHEN THE BURST OF i 
LEAD HIT THE C.0., QUENCHING FOREVER | 
THE FIERY GLINT IN HIS EYE. POOR 
JAMES BENSON-OR WAS .HE. FORTUNATE * 
TO BE SPARED THE SAVAGE: . 
SPECTACLE’ THAT ENSUED -? 


NZ Z 
THEY'VE GOT 


THE OLD MANS 
THE COLONEL’S BEEN 


HIT! BY THUNDER, 

WELL HAVE THEIR 

@ BLOOD FOR THAT! 
WEILL ose 
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GUY HANFORD'S IMPASSIONED WORDS OF MINGLED GRIEF AND ANGER: a 

TAILED AWAY AS THE GROUND BEYOND THE ENEMY SLITS WAS 

SUDDENLY DAPPLED WITH WICKED FLASHES... p7 7, 
a - ~ oe 4 














& DEAD HALT 
. 


THEY'VE AMBUSHED. US/ 

GUNNER, WE/LL TAKE A SMACK 

AT ONE OF THOSE A.T. WEAPONS. 
RANGE, SEVEN HUNDRED... f 
LARGE CLUMP OF CAMEL'S THORN... 
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—_—_— 
HANFORD KEPT HIS HEAD. WITH 
COMMENDABLE COOLNESS, HE 
COMPLETED HIS FIRE ORDER. BUT 

THE LITTLE TWO- POUNDER WAS NOT 
UP TO DEALING WITH ANY OF THOSE 
KILLER-GUNS... fF 


RAMMING 
‘WHEN HANFORD 
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HIGH EXPLOSIVE WAS THE ANSWER § 


TO THEM. A CRUSADER'S TWO- 
POUNDER WAS DESIGNED SOLELY 
FOR ARMOUR- PIERCING SHOT. 

, NEVERTHELESS, HANFORD'S. GUNNER 
BANGED OFF THREE OF THOSE ~ 
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A MONSTROUS CLANG..-, AND A BONE-JARRING 

SHOCK AS YET ANOTHER HIGH-VELOCITY SHELL JY 

SLAMMED IN; THIS TIME BEHIND THE GUN TURRET... 
ye Zz. a= y 


IE MAJOR‘S CRUSADER STARTED TO BREW! UF. HE S 


. THI 
HIS GUNNER AND WIRELESS OPERATOR 
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WE'RE _NOT_, 
LICKED Yer: 











PSN COMB ON, 
: you: CHAPS/ , 
FOLLOW MEL 


ToN EVERY HAND, ARMOURED VEHICLES WERE , 
ERUPTING FLAME, OR LYING ASKEW AND 
CRIPPLED. MAJOR HANFORD WAS FIGHTING MAD... 

rs ry Sa 
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HE WAS BENT ON LEADING A_RUSH TOWARDS ye 
THE ENEMY POSITIONS, THE PURPOSE WAS : 
VALIANT, BUT FORLORN... AND IT WAS NEVER 
PUT INTO PRACTICE, FOR THE AFRIKA | i. 
KORPS INFANTRYMEN LET_RIP WITH A 
TEMPEST OF SMALL-ARMS’ FIRE. 

4 - 


= 


ASS 


MEANWHILE, THE GERMAN ANTI-TANK 
GUNNERS WERE .STEPPING-UP THEIR 
RATE OF FIRE. RUTHLESSLY, THEY 
SAVAGED THE REMAINING CRUSADERS, 
EVERY LAST ONE WAS HAMMERED . §& 
INTO HELPLESSNESS... - gs 


yi 


No PRISONERS / 
WE CANNOT AEEORD 
ven | TO BURDEN OURSELVES 
| g— | with: THEM. IF ANY OF 
we \ THE cREWS ATTEMPT 
TO CLIMB OUT, SHOOT 
THEM DOWN / 
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TO ADD To THE CARNAGE, FLAME-WREATHED IRONCLADS BURST ASUNDER 
. AS TONGUES OF FIRE TOUCHED OFF THE 
INSIDE THEIR HUL RETS 


: [) tb) gy 











E 
SELF SEEMINGLY ALONE 
rs Aes x 


CONCERNED? THE < NTS 
/ THE REGIM 
BEEN MASSACRED : 
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IN. BITTERNESS. AND SORROW HE STARTED BACK THROUGH THE ACRID 
CLOUDS. AND SAW THAT THOUGH MANY OF HIS FRIENDS AND COMRADES 
HAD PERISHED, ‘A LARGE NUMBER HAD ESCAPED ..-+ 5 - 













TO HANFORD, IT SEEMED LIKE THE HISTORIC » NOT A: SINGLE NI 
CHARGE OF THE LIGHT BRIGADE ALL OVER AGAIN. TANK LEFT / 
ONLY... HE. WAS. TOO LOYAL. TO ADMIT HIS COLONEL, , EVERY ONE. OF 

HAD BLUNDERED... AND HAD LED EM WRITTEN OFF 


THE REGIMENT TO DISASTER. IN OUR FIRST 
Y ACTION... AS A 


REGIMENT THE 

FENSHIRE LIGHT 
HORSE ARE 

FINISHED / 












THAT / WENE 
LosT ALL OUR 
‘ARMOUR BUT WE'VE 
STILL ENOUGH 
MEN LEFT TO 
RE-FORM INTO 
-& UNIT. | 














18 Thunder In The Desert 


AS IF IN CHALLENGE TO HIS WORDS, THERE WaS A [§ 
SUDOEN SNAPRING G OF BULLETS t. 


7 





NAZI MARKSMEN HAD MOVED FORWARD TO HARRY. 
THEM IN THEIR WITHORAWAL. UNABLE TO 
RETALIATE WITH THEIR SHORT-RANGE-. PISTOLS AND @ 
TO! °. TARGETS FOR 


THE REGIMENT'S TRANSPORT CAME TO THE RESCUE. 
IT SWEPT INTO THE WADI To PICK UP THE 
SURVIVORS OF COLONEL BENSON'S DEATH-OR~ 
GLORY ENTERPRISE ..» p= yess z 


y OVER 
HERE WITH 


THAT MAN 
eve QUICKLY / 


IN ‘THOSE SOFT-SKINNED VEHICLES THE 
TANK CREWS OF ‘THE FENSHIRE LIGHT § 
| HORSE WERE BORNE ACROSS THE 
DESERT... AWAY FROM THE SCOURGE ~ 

OF ENEMY BULLETS... 


— 


THE SWANK REGIMENT. IN [TS FIRST CONTACT W 
AFRIKA KORPS HAO MET WITH OISASTER. 








= ‘Thunder In The Desert 
Ginpler 2, BREAK with TRADITIO. 


TWO DAYS AFTER THE FENSHIRES! ILLS Z WY 
FATED ENCOUNTER, BRIGADIER SAM 
COLLINS DROVE TO DIVISIONAL HEAD- 
Q . °*2 TOLD YOU SOY WAS THE 
OF AN INTERVIEW WITH HIS 























/ 


VERY WELL, GENERAL, (LL SAY 
RE... IF YOU TAKE MY. 
ADVICE NOW. AND MY AQVICE 
MA iS TO OISBAND THAT SNOB 
: OUTFIT WITHOUT DELAY: 


HE WENT ON TP ANNOUNCE THAT THE 

FENSHIRE LIGHT HORSE WOULD HAVE 

TO BE BROUGHT UP TO STRENGTH AND | 

RE-EQUIPPED, WHEREUPON THE BRIGADIER 

. PUT FORWARD A PROPOSAL...- a 
2 q 


{ CAN'T DO tee 
THAT, SAM. YOU 

CAN'T JUST DISBAND A UNIT 

ee. & FAMOUS UN THAT. 

LD BSE RUCTIONS AT THE 

IN LONDON IF_NOT AT 

UARTERS 





BY PESTERING, THE BRIGADIER GAINED HIS POINT. IN 
CONSEQUENCE, TWO OFFICERS AND: FORTY- FINE MEN _.- 
FROM A BATTLE-HARDENED INFANTRY UNIT REPORTED T 
HIS HEADQUARTERS A WEEK LATER «+e rg 


lr 


THE BRIGADIER 
ADDRESSED _ THE 
OETACHMENT.... 





wo. YOU'LL BE 
JOINING A REGIMENT 
THAT PRIDES ITSELF 
ON ITS TRADITIONS. 
BUT DON’T BE 
OVERAWED BY 
THEM. 


MN 
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LATER, ‘SAM COLLINS ‘WATCHED THEIR Saat 

DEPARTURE. THERE. WAS A as Sere? TOUGH LOT. JUST THE 

THOUGHTFUL EXPRESSION ON HIS FACE.Joeq KIND TO’ SHAKE UP THE 
Sage] FENSHIRES ... IE THAT - 


IS POSSIBLE. | LIKE 
THE LOOK OF THAT 
FELLOW_ HOGANL, 











BENI.YUSEF WAS.ONE OF THE MANY CAMPS DOTTED AROUND ‘CAIRO. HERE 
THE FENSHIRES WERE NO ESTABLISHED, AWAITING REFITTING AND 
REINFORCEMENTS... &£ =e <3 oy 


— ss 


GREAT. SCOTT! 
. I$ THIS THE SCRUFFY) 
CREW THAT'S BEEN 
WISHED ON US, GUY? 
\F COLONEL BENSON 
WERE ALIVE TO 
SEE THEM; HE'D ] @ 
THROW A FIT / 


A 















; Thunder In The Desert 
| MaJOR GUY HANFORD INTRODUCED HIMSELF AND tMAIJOR. COLIRTENAY. TO ‘ 
CAPTAIN .HOGAN, THE INFANTRY OFFICER. THE MANNER OF THE TWO MAJORS 
WAS STIFF AND FORMAL iN COMPLETE CONTRAST TO. eee 


THAT OF HOGAN, HE WAS 
L GENAL . a 








TO KNOW You PY 
SIR. BY THE | 
£Tf\ WAY, MY FIRST 
Rt AM ACTING NAME Is 
‘) AS. COMMANDING MIKE «. 
OFFICER. THIS IS i 
MAJOR COURTENAY, 
NS WHO ! HOPE 
WILL BECOME 
MY_ SECOND ~ IN- 
COMMAND. 

















THESE MEN | 
YOU'VE BROUGHT 
WITH YOU, HOGAN, 
SEEM A SHODDY- 
LOOKING CROWD, 

1 MUST SAY? 


M4 








MIKE BOTTLED UP HIS TEMPER.. AND HE 
HAD TO DO SO AGAIN LATER, WHEN: HE 
AND HIS CONTINGENT PARAQED WIT! 
THE FENSHIRES AFTER THEY: HAD HAD " 
& CHANCE TO. MAKE THEMSELVES 
PRESENTABLE.. «+ ’ 


MIKE HOGAN WAS. ANGERED BY 
COURTENAY’S AIR ‘OF DISDAIN 








F 6OWEVE, JUST 
COVERED FOUR 
HUNDRED MILES OF 
‘DUSTY DESERT ROAD. 
AND BEFORE THAT WED ) THAT'S 
BEEN CONTINUOUSLY 
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HANFORD SINGLED OUT TWO MEN TO DEMONSTRATE 
‘THE DIFFERENCE COURTENAY HAD POINTED OUT... 


UT: 
" 3 _ FORGIDDEN ‘TO 
ee : sf Z VAR POLISH’ OUR BOOTS 
You SEE e | AND ORDERED ToO_.- 
4 S ‘PRESERVE THE LEATHER 
BY GREASING WITH 


7 OUBBIN. | UNDERSTOOD 
y THAT INSTRUCTION HAD 





BEEN {ISSUED TO ALL UN! 





~— 


Y “ 
HANFORD AND COURTENAY FLUSHED WHEN THE PARADE HAD 
Pre SIT ne ooo BEEN DISMISSED... 

. i= = ry / Cce 
INSPECT “ID FORGOTTEN “Quy 
_| ABOUT THAT ARMY. t 
. COUNCIL INSTRUCTION 
ie) HE USE OF ae 
INSTEAD OF 


THEY LL 


GET 
CO-OPERATION FROM ME... 
GO.ON 


[= 
AND THEIR TURN-OUT. 
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WERE ‘INTRODUCED TO THE 
MESS ... 





WELL, 

T'S A HUNDRED- 
YEARSOLD TRADITION | 
OF OUR NEW REGIMENT} 

T RANDALL. 


EN 
Es, USED To 
BUT WHILE MOST OF THE INFANTRYMEN WERE 
FEELING LINCOMFORTABLE, OTHERS WERE 
OVERSTEPPING THE -BOUNDS OF FAMILIARITY oe 
‘ — 
—_— —a 


be” YES... MONGEBee 
CHOW... GRUB. 
‘LONG 00 WB 





Thunder fn. The Deserc 
COURTENAY FLUSHED / WHO BDO YOU THINK ‘YOL’RE TALKING TO? 
WITH ANGER... IF ‘YOU HAVE ANYTHING To S&r TO ME, . 

rere = ADDRESS ME IN THE PROPER IMANNER... 

UNDERSTAND? AS. IT IS; | DON'T HAPPEN 

. TO BE THE 

MESSING OFFICER / 





en 






SLIME 
HE'S RILEO UP 
S-SORRY, ANO: NO 
sIR/ MISTAKE / 


MAJOR HANFORD’ NOW REALISED THAT THE FENSHIRE’S WE CA 
TRADITION WOULD HAVE TO BE ABANDONED... : HAVE A SCENE 
wy the a . LIKE THAT HAPPENING 


AGAIN, COURTENAY, 
IN: FUTURE THE 
OFFICERS ANO 
MEN WILL MESS 
SEPARATELY. 





YOU'RE RIGHT, 
Guy. "LL TELL | 
THE QUARTERMASTER 

TO MAKE _ THE 
ARRANGEMENTS. 
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THE NEXT DAY, THREE SQUADRONS 
OF CRUSADERS’ WERE HANDED: OVER 
TO THE . FENSHIRES... 

















-YOU HAVE 
NEVER GEEN INSIDE 
A TANK, CAPTAIN ae 
BIGGER GUNS HOGAN. WOLILDN!T IT 
“THAN THOSE BE BETTER IF You 
TWO- POUNDERS TO WAITED UNTIL YOU'RE 







THEY NEED 







CP Haris dem axe. E GR Bue 
J Ne tis Sa BACK xO 
’ aa _OPINIONS ? 








MIKE HAD VOICED THE OPINION OF MOST MEN WHO HAD © 
INTO ACTION "(WITH THE TWO-POUNDERS. HE SAID NO M 
. AND HE AND. HIS MEN STARTED TO LEARN THEIR NEW JOBS 









#2430 : 
|THE CRUSADE 
HAS A CREW - 
OF FOUR... | : i 
COMMANDER, fi THAT!S 
DRIVER, GUNNER, ; “ RIGHT, HOGAN... 
AND WIRELESS i : NOW LET'S GET OOWN 
OPERATOR ... = ype i7 To THE TECHNICAL SIDS. 
THERE YOU HAVE THE 
STEERING LEVERS AND THB 
GEAR LEVER. ON THE 
FORWARD BULKHEAD, 
1S THE SPREDS: is 
COUNTER, PRESSU 
+ GAUGE 




















Thunder In The Desert’ 


ASTER WEEKS OF INTENSIVE TRAINING, THE 
INE ANTM ED HAD BECOME THOROUGH TANK-MEN, 


oti 
siIR. AND MAJOR 
COURTENAY... HE 
1S NOW SECOND- 
IN- COMMAND, 


Lt 


| 


aw 


pees 
a 


M 








CONSULTED. 
GENERAL COLLINS INSISTED 
THAT YOU SHOULD BE PROMOTED 
TO MAJOR AND MADE MY 
SECOND - IN- COMMAND - 











Thunaer_ In The Desert 
COURTENAY STALKED OUT-OF THE 800M... AND 
MIKE FELT SORRY FOR THE LONG-SERVING. 
FENSHIRE MAJOR. 


MAJOR COURTENAY 

WOULD CARE TO 

" BE UNDER .AN 
OBLIGATION. 


IN ANOTHER WEEK THE FENSHIRES, THEN SRIGADIER ‘COLLINS 
FULLYSMANNED AND EQUIPPED, \ |. |.SPOKE MORE HARSHLY... 
MOVED BACK TO THEIR BRIGADE 









30 
AND S56 THE FENSHIRES MOVED’ OUT 4CROSS THE 


DESERT, TO DEPLOY {TS ARMOUR TO ADVANCE 
POSITIONS AN END OUT RECCE PATROLS... 


P 


ert, 
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- WON'T WE BE A LITTLE THIN 
ON THE GROUND TOWARDS THE 
S0UTH, COLONEL? FROM THE INFORMATION 
A SUPPLIED To US, I/D SAY THATS WHERE 
THE BIGGEST THREAT IS LIKELY ; 
, TO DEVELOP. i THINK HIS MAIN 
a = EFFORT WILL BE 
IN THE SECTOR 
FOR WHICH MY 
SQUADRON _[S 
RESPONSIBLE. 


GUY HANFORD SUPPORTED COURTENAY'’S VIEW, SO 
THE AREA TO THE SOUTH WAS COVERED BY A . 
SINGLE TROOP —- COMMANDED BY LT., ELDRIDGE... 


LM 





in 














aN 


i 
\ z) 
The 


LU 

You OTHERS ARE 

FEEDING, WE'LL 

GO ON UP BEHIND 

THAT RIDGE AND 

KEEP WATCH ON | 
THE GROUND 

AHEAD. 


TWO SERGEANTS GLANCED : ELDRIDGE TAKES HIS 
AFTER ELDRIDGE’S CRUSADER JOB SERIOUSLY, DOESN'T 
AS IT RUMBLED FORWARD. al? | “HE... IN SPITE OF HIS 
THEY WERE... SERGEANT BERTHS SLANGY LINE OF p 
RANDALL, TOUGH EX-INFANTRY-[2=s24 7 19 = PATTER ? 

MAN, A BRICKLAYER BEFORE [~~ <a ee 3 > : 

THE ‘WAR... AND SERGEANT, 

JULIAN TORRANCE, A 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 

BEFORE HE HAD JOINED 

THE FENSHIRE LIGHT HORSE. 


ae es 
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RANDALL GLARED | TORRANCE STALKED OFF. HE FOUND 

AT TORRANCE. iT HARD To GET ALONG WITH 
RANDALL... AND THE REST OF THE 
EX-INFANTRYMEN. 


MISTER 
ELDRIDGE IS A 
THUNDERING GOOD 
OFFICER. A DARN 
SIGHT BETTER THAN 
WN ANY OF YOUR 
TOFFEE - NOSED 
FENSHIRE 
LIEUTENANTS / 
FROM RANDALL'S 


YOUR WOOL ON. | | OLD UN/T... WHILE HE: 
NO NEED TO GET HAS THREE TRUE-BLUE 


WORKED UP / FENSHIRES (N HIS TANK. 


ELDRIDGE'S TANK WAS NOW BEHIND 
THE RICGE, SUDDENLY THE YOUNG . 
LIEUTENANT GAVE AN EXCITED SHOUT... 


ie 





| HE WHISTLED UP, RANOALL, TORRANCE AND THEIR © 
CREWS AND REPORTED BACK OVER THE RADIO: er 
HE: DAY so. 


HELLO, FANO,. : 
(. KANA -ONE CALLING. 
FIGURES TWO ZERO 
ENEMY ARMOURED 
CARS MONING SOUTH- 
EAST OF MY PRESENT 
POSITION. IF A COUPLE Y 
MORE TROOPS COULD = 
BE OINERTED To THIS 
AREA,. WE COULD CUT 
THEM OFF. OVER. ™° 





MESSAGE WAS ALMOST 


BUT -ELDRIOGE'S 
COINCIDENTAL ° WITH ONE FROM MAJOR 


COURTENAY, ANNOUNCING THE APPEARANCE OF, . 
| ENEMY VEHICLES ON HIS SECTOR AS WBLL..-/ : ssn 
- : as fe HELLO, FANO- . 
BOMO CALLING CROSSING 
MY FRONT NOW [5 A LARGE 
CONVOY OF TRUCKS AND’ ONE 
CARANAN SIMILAR TO THOSE 
USED BY [TALIAN TOP BRASS-~- 
1 SUGGEST YOU REINFORCE: M& 
TO MAKE CERTAIN OF 
SECURING THIS CONSIDERABLE | 
PRIZE. OVER. 


Sen 
SSS 
_ 
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AT REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS, GUY 
HANFORD WAS IMPRESSED AND 












i - No, No/ 
MY NOT DETAIL | DON'T INTEND TO 
TWO TROOPS Ger SPLIT MY FORCES. ¥ 
TO CO-OPERATE ELDRIDGE WILL HAVE 
TO SORT OUT HIS 


HE “REQUESTS, PROBLEM HIMSELF. 
COLONELT AFTER ALLY WE'RE AFTER 








“ ORIVER, HALT! 


GUNNER, TWO-ROUNDER 
we» TRAVERSE LEFT... 
ON... LEADING ENEMY 
SCOUT CAR... EIGHT 
FIVE ZERO YARDS 
ve FIRES 


THUS THE YOUTHFUL TROOP 
COMMANDER ‘ON THE SOUTHERN / 
FLANK OF THE. REGIMENTAL 

SCREEN WAS LEFT TO HIS-OWN 
DEVICES... AND PROVED HIMSELF 
EQUAL TO THE OCCASION... 2 
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HIS 
GUN IN EACH TANK BARKED FEROCIOUSLY, TORRANCE COULD HEAR 
EILLING THE TURRET WITH A HAZE OF DUST CREW SNIGGERING a HE is 
AND A BACK- BLAST OF CORDITE FUMES SLID DOWN TQ LOOK THI 


HIS PERISCOPE... 5K ve 
SECOND THIRD i 
ENEMY SCOUT-~ ENEMY SCOUT- : 
CAR... EIGHT FINE CAR... EIGHT FINE 
ZERO YARDS/ ZERO YARDS / 
FIRE / 


a *») 





THESE OAFS 


x ——_— 


: PED AE LAUGHING 
get = UP THEIR: SLEEVES 
SERGEANT S$] | a7 ME. CONFOUND 


NORRANCE! § STICK i —— ELORIDGE FOR 
; ss | VAPPING AT ME 
DOWN/ | NEED | eS) LIKE THAT! ALL 


ma 6=COMMANDERS IN M THE SAME, HE WAS it 
TROOP... NOT g RIGHT, DARN 7 
DEAD HEROES / 9 AIMS pre 


THE FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD SCOUT-CARS WERE SWIFTLY 
KNOCKED OUT. THE OTHERS. STARTED A FRANTIC RIGHT-~ABOUT- 
FACE. “THE LITTLE TWO-POUNDERS. MIGHT BE AT A. 
DISADVANTAGE AGAINST GERMAN TANKS AND DUG-IN GUNS, BUT 
LIGHTWEIGHT RECCE VEHICLES HAD NO ANSWER TO THEM,., 


SS 


= ss ‘% f, s / . ’ p= 
anal) mh 
ate iil 





Thunder. In The Desert 
ie ka ee ee 
1 THA 
DERELICT UNDER THE DESERT SUN ae ee 
—_ 


BUSTED 
UP, MISTER 
ELDRIDGE. ! 


WITH A LITTLE 


HELP WE COULD HAVE 

FORCED THE LOT TO 
SURRENDER WITHOUT 
A SHOT BEING 


TORRANCE CHIPPED IN, STILL SMARTING 


UNDER THE REBUKE DELIVERED BY 
THE LIEUTENANT... 


YOU'LL AGREE THE REGIMENT 

WILL BE ABLE TO SHOUT 

THE ODDS IN‘A REALLY 

BIG WAY {tf IT BAGS AN 
ENEMY GENERAL. 
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Chapter s ONSLAUGHT 


EAGERLY, LIEUTENANT-COLONEL GUY HANFORD' WAS CONCENTRATING ALL HIS 
ANAILABLE FORCES TOWARDS COURTENAY’S LOCATION. . + 


COLLINS HAS ALWAYS 








CHANGE H/S OP/N/ON 
WHEN WE HAND OVER 
Bm. A CAPTURED VP. AND 


SUCH WERE THE THOUGHTS RUNNING. IN 
HANFORD'S MIND WHEN HE ANDO HIS 
TANKS SWEPT INTO VIEW OF MAMA M/A / 


= ee L ‘(°° BRITISH 
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“THE IMPOSING CONVOY SCREECHEO TO A HALT. ANOTHER MOMENT AND IT WAS | 
SWINGING ROUND, DRIVERS CRASHING THE GEARS, THEIR BOOTS HARD DOWN 
ON THE ACCELERATORS. IN CHAOS, THE WHOLE PROCESSION TOOK FLIGHT... 


WA woe FIRE 

_B WARNING 

SALVO OVERHEAD, 

WEILL GIVE THEM 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO 

SHOW GOOD SENSE AS 
AND .ANOID . iB 

BLOODSHED. 



















THE GUNS OF THE SGUADRON VOLLEYED .., AND 7HE DRIVERS | 
OF THE ENEMY COLUMN PANICKEO THE MORE S 
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BUT COURTENAYS SQUADRON SHOWED UP TO BLOCK THE ESCAPE 
ROUTE AND AT THE SAME TIME, LEADING ELEMENTS OF THE 
IGHT s+ 


REGIMENT’S THIRD SQUADRON HOVE ‘INTO 
- : = = —. 





IN CASE THEY 
ATTEMPT TO TURN 
OFF THE ROAD AND 
BREAK WESTWARDS 
ACROSS THE DESERT! 





DUIS FORCES TO GOOD PURPOSE. THE BRITISH 


UR NEATLY EXECUTED AN ENVELOPING MONEMENT..+ 
: WE'VE GOT THEMS: 
NOW 70 PRESENT MY 
COMPLIMENTS 70 THEIR 
PRECIOLIS GENERAL, , 
WHOEVER HE MAY BE 7 


ANFORD HAD USE 


Thunder In The Desert 


“WITH THE ITALIAN VEHICLES BUNCHED UP NOWHERE: WAS THERE ANY 
NG OF STEEL. HANFORD'S| | SIGN OF RESISTANCE. BUT AS 


ORT YET, ONLY THE DRIVERS OF 
CARAVAN WHICH TRUCKS AND THE CARAVAN HAD 
I "FROM ‘THE TRUCKS » page - E ALIGHTED ... 


LTRY: ANY 
TRICKS / 
WE'VE GOT 
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THE PAUNCHY CHARACTER IN THE CARAVAN WAS 
CLAD IN A BRIGHTLY-COLOURED. MEDIEVAL 
COSTUME. HE BABBLED AN ANSWER IN A 

VOICE THAT, WAS FALSETTO WwitH! 





“DON'T SHOOT, SIGNOR/: : WE'NE CAPTURED 


1 AM CIVILIAN... 1 AM’ AN ENSA CONCERT 
OPERA SINGER... TRANELLING pARTY OR rs 


its 
WITH MY FELLOW.- q EYTIE EQUIVALENT / 


ARTISTES AND OUR STAGE AND THIS ANTONIO 
SCENERY AND PROPERTIES. | AM ‘MUST BE THE 
ANTONIO GIUSEPPE BENITO GIOVANNI. | P STAR TURN? 


MIKE HOGAN WAS RIGHT. HANFORD HAD LAUNCHED A'SORTIE IN FORGE 
INST A COMPANY OF JSTALIAN BENTERTAINERS cee 


7 AS FOR : WHY L/D / LISTEN 70  LOURTENAY P ’ 
THE COSTUME, < - WHY OIOMT | TAKE HOGAN'S’ ( 
SIGNOR, WE Z AOVICEP? AT LEAST WE'D HAVE BAGGED 

OFTEN DRESS E A SCORE OF ARMOURED CARS 70 
FOR OUR PARTS Z OFF-SET THIS LUDICROUS LET-ODOWN! 
WHILE ON OUR 7 NOW THE FENSHIRES WILL BE. 
WAY TO GIVE OUR Auge” : THE LAUGHING -STOCK OF THE: 
PERFORMANCES. @ y WHOLE DESERT ARMY / 

IT SAVES). iy y : 

TIME «es 
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SURE ENOUGH, THE FENSHIRES BECAME THE BUTT OF HUGE MIRTH WHEN NEWS OF 
THEIR EXPLOIT WENT THE ROUNDS. SUT SAM COLLINS WAS NOT AMUSED. HIS MOoOD: 
WAS ONE OF DISGUST WHEN HE HAD A CHANCE TO DISCUSS THE AFFAIR — 
WITH THE DIVISIONAL ‘COMMANDER... ; 
































WHAT A BATTLE HONOUR 
FOR A FLASHY REGIMENT! 
THEY GO SWANNING ACROSS 
THE DESERT AND COLLAR 
AN OPERA: COMPANY, 
‘NOT EVEN A Goo 
OPERA COMPANY: 
AT THATS UA 






CHP AND 
HOW DO YOU KNOW 
WHETHER THEY'RE 

GOOD OR BAD, 
SAM 2 








‘AS THOUGH TO LEND POINT TO THE 
BRIGADIER’S WORDS, THE AIR . 
TREMBLED SUDDENLY TO THE. 
MUTTER OF DISTANT GUNFIRE 
AWAY TO THE NORTH. : 


IN ALL. SERIOUSNESS, 
GENERAL, | STRONGLY 
‘ URGE THAT YOU 
PISBAND THE 


FENSHIRES / 


GRATITUDE FOR 
BRING WELL-TREATED _ \ 
THEY GAVE A PERFORMANCE 
HERE AT_BRIGADE H.Q. 
RE THEY WERE 
ORB TO AN 


FENSHIRES, SAM. 
DIYOU HEAR THAT 
GUNFIRE... THE 
BIG SHOW MUST 
HAVE STARTED! 
DRIVER ... BACK 
TO DIVISIONAL 
H.Q.+0. HURRY! 


SQUALLERS:/ 





‘Thunder In The Desert 
THE NOISE OF GUNFIRE SPREAD ™~ 
TO OTHER SECTORS, THE FENSHIRES 
HEARD THE RUSTLE OF SHELLS 
BURNING THEIR WAY EASTWARDS. 
ABOVE THEM AS THEY LOOKED OUT 
FROM THEIR ADVANCED POSITIONS. 


LISTEN TO THE 
ISPER OF ~ 


IN THE HEAT-HAZE 
TO THE WEST. 


— 


DEUTSCHLAND, 


DEUTSCHLAND, 


VB8ER ALL 


Sie 
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GERMAN VOICES SINGING THE BATTLE-ANTHEM_OF THE FATHERLAND 
CARRIED AGROSS THE DESERT. THE BRITISH FORWARD TROOPS 
NERVED THEMSELVES TO MEET THE ONCOMING THREAT... 
WE FIGHT A 
HOLDING ACTION, HOGAN... 
WHAT'S THE BUT WITHOUT ANY “HOPE OF 
WORD FROM SUPPORT. THE OTHER 
BRIGADE, SIR P DO REGIMENTS IN THE BRIGADE 
WE PULL BACK, OR ARE ALREADY COMMITTED 
FIGHT A HOLDING ANK / 
ACTION TILL — 
REINFORCED P 


XY ae : 











SAM, COLLINS, WHO HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO SEND THEM. INTO BATTLE WITH THE 
ODDS’ STACKED AGAINST THEM... ANDO PRAY FOR A MIRACLE 7 
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Chapterz The CAULDRON 


FE TANKS OF BAKER SQUADRON WERE THE FIRST OF THE FENSHIRE LIGHT 
HORSE TO ENGAGE THE ENEMY THAT DAY. THEY HIT THE PANZERS AS 
THE NAZI IRONCLADS LUNGED INTO FULL VIEW OUT OF THE DESERT MIST... 











THE PANZERKAMPFWAGENS OUT-GUNNED THE CRUSADERS, BUT THE HAZE HAO 
ELIMINATED THE ADVANTAGE THE GERMANS POSSESSED IN RANGE. EAWEEPING ™ AT 
THEIR TOP SPEED, THE BRITISH TANKS BLUNTED THE ENEMY SPEARHEAD. 











Thunder In The Desert. 


BAKER SQUADRON WAS UNDER COURTENAY'S COMMAND. e 
THROUGH HIS PERISCOPE HE SAW A PANZER‘’S FIVE-MAN CREW - 
TUMBLE FROM ITS HATCHWAYS AS “A SHOT FROM HIS GUNNER’ 
PUNCHED INTO IT AND SET IT AFIRE...- 


OPEN UP ON 
THOSE JERRIES 
WHO'VE BALED 


STIEF AND STARCHY.,. THAT WAS A PHRASE TO DESCRIBE COURTENAY. YET HB 
HAD PLENTY OF HUMANITY IN HIM, TOO. IGNORING THE FUGITIVES FROM THE 
KNOCKER- OUT ENEMY TANK AHEAD, HB FOCUSED ON THE LORRY-RORNE 


INFANTRY BEYOND IT.. 
5 STRAIGHT AS YOU GO, DRIVER, 
ka _/HERE'S. WHERE WE TAKE A PLATOON 
OR SO OF PRISONERS... GLINNER, 
COVER THE MEN IN THAT TRUCK 
BUT NLES — 
SAY Tb 


SS 


Ny SE 
{ iy 


- 


tine 
/ : 
i) 





Thunder In The Desert 

THE LORRY-LOAD OF NAZIS HAD NO MIND TO LAY DOWN THEIR ARMS, THOUGH. THE 
GRUSADER RUMBLED THROUGH A BLIZZARD OF LEAD TRIGGERED BY MEN SEEKING 
CHINKS IN HER ARMOUR. COURTENAY'S DRIVER CHANGED DIRECTION TO ‘HEAD -OFF 
THE SWERVING. TROOP- CARRIER... AND “ENDED BY RAMMING IT... 


THE SHOCK OF THE IMPACT CAPSIZED THE TRUCK AND SPILLED OUT ITS OCCUPANTS 
ee panty STEAM-ROLLERED OVER THE FRONT OF !T AND CLOSE ON NINET! 


TANK SQUASHED BONNET. AND ENGINE INTO AN .UNRECOGNISABLE MASS 
\ AY ANN ; 

\\\W\\ 

ve i \ 
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THE AFRIKA KORPS INFANTRYMEN WERE SORTING THEMSELVES OUT... AND THEY 
HAD LOST THEIR STOMACH FOR RESISTANCE... z 

NEIN, HERR 


LEUTNANT/ WHY 
BE A DEAD HEROP 
WHAT COULD You 











A LUGER... OR 


p > _ ANYTHING LESS 


= 
i 


. 
( X. 


FOR THE LOSS OF ONLY ONE CRUSADER, BAKER SQUADRON: FLOGGED THE ENEMY ON 
ITS SECTOR INTO DISORDERLY RETREAT. COURTENAY TOLD HIMSELF THIS WAS THE 
KIND OF ACHIEVEMENT TO RESTORE THE FENSHIRE’‘S GOOD NAME... : 


TOO. THEYRE DARNED 
GOOD FELLOWS, AFTER 
. THEY OID My 








_ Thunder In The Desert _ 
COURTENAY FELT ELATED, TRIUMPHANT. BUT HIS 


SENSE OF EXULTATION WAS SHORT-LIVGD. * 
AS N YELL OF ALARM JARRED THROUGH MAJOR COURTENEY. 


WADI 


UDDE: 
HIS EARPHONES «ee << vee LO r, 
= = OVER By THAT 
F . 


BR COMBAT TEAM OF PANZERS AND ANTI-TANK GUNS HAD BEEN THRUSTING DUE 
WEST UNTIL THE SOUND OF GUNFIRE HAD REACHED IT, IT HAD CHANGEQ 
COURSE TO INVESTIGATE, CROSSING THE WAC! LNOBSERVED IN THE MIST. 





Thunder In The Desert 


COURTENAY HEARD THE VICIOUS CRACK OF THE LEADING 
-PANZER'S SEVENTY-FINE... AND A SPLIT- SECOND LATER, 
KNEW THAT HIS TANK WAS ITS TARGET, ras 


oe 





THE CRUSADER JERKED TO A HALT WITH A SEVERED TRACK, A SITTING DUCK, SHE 
HER _ELANK, 


SHUBDERED TO THE DEAFENING SLAM OF ANOTHER_SHOT THAT GOUGED 
THE MAJOR GAVE THE ORDER TO BALE OUT AS A LIC F FIRE ROSE UNDER 
HIM IN THE TURRET.. . a 


Va 








Thunder In The Desert 
THE BURNING BRITISH 


NAZI TRACER WHIPLASHED AMONG THE FOUR MEN FROM 
AUGHT COURTENAY IN THE LEGS AND SEEMED TO KICK 
THOM ROM UNDE His DRIVER, GUNNER AND WIRELESS OPERATOR 


THEM FROM UNDER HIM. 
WERE MOWN DOWN... TO DIE CRUELLY... 


IT LOOKED AS IF BAKER SQUADRONS EARLIER SUCCESS WAS TO BE 


TRAGICALLY OUTWEIGHED SY A DISASTROUS DEFEAT. BUT AT THAT CRUCIAL 
POINT, A FRESH DETACHMENT OF CRUSADERS FORGED OUT OF THE HAZE... 


WITH GUY HANFORD/S AND MIKE HOGAN’S TO THE FORE .++ 


“ 7 
ars DRIVER, PULL OVER TO MAJOR COURTENAY... 


AND FAST/ GET BETWEEN HIM AND THE 
GUNNER, TRAVERSE ON THE PANZER 
a 





HUNS / 
THATS. MACHINE-GUNNING HIM/ GIVE I 


ALL YOU’YE GoT/ — 





2 Thunder In The Desert 
SHO 


BATTERED INTO THE GERMAN MARK THREE THAT WAS BEARING DOWN 
ON COURTENAY, ITS DRIVER AND CO-DRIVER WERE KILLED INSTANTLY. A SECOND 
SHOT SILENCED THE MACHINE-GUN IN ITS TURRET AND ANNIHILATED THE 
‘REST OF THE CREW... - =. 7 = 
- ALL RIGHT, COURTENAY/ HOGAN. / AEVER THOUGHT 
FLL BE WITH YOU IN V0 &E GLAD TO SEE HIM... 
HAKES 7 SUT BY HEAVENS, / AMS. 






MIKE DROPPED TO THE GROUND AND HELPED THE WOUNDED MAN ABOARD. SICK WITH 
PAIN, COURTENAY LAY ON THE BACK OF THE EX-INFANTRY OFFICER'S TANK AS 


MAYBE A REGIMENT, 
HAPPENS To GUY HANFORD/ 
: - 


Vy/: 
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NOTHING HAPPENED TO GUY HANFORD... 
NOT IN. THAT ACTION, ANYHOW, BUT 
PLENTY HAPPENED TO THE GERMAN 
COMBAT- TEAM HE AND HIS HEAD- : 
QUARTERS’ SQUADRON HAD SURPRISED... | 


f BETWEEN THEM THE TANKS OF HQ. SQUADRON 
AND THE SURVIVING. CRUSADERS OF BAKER 
SQUADRON SMASHED THAT GERMAN FORCE 


ABLE SQUADRON HAS-DRIVEN Y - - 
OFF THE ENEMY ON ITS FRONT... GERALD COURTENAY WOULDN'T 
WITH RELATIVE EASE, IT ‘ | | BE ALIVE IF IT WASN'T FoR You, 
SEEMS. COURTENAY’S WAS <——~] | 0 LIKE To SAY HOW MUCH ; 
THE REALLY CRITICAL Ye | APPRECIATE WHAT You DID 
ECTOR. 4 @ | For HIM. HES.A GOOD FRIEND 
~OF MINE... AND_I'M 
GRATEFUL TO 
YOU, MIKE see 


POOR COURTENAY... Samm . ‘y 
HE/S BEEN BADLY SHOT MIKE, EHP GUY 
UP. IT'LL BE A LONG HANFORO’S. NEVER 
TIME BEFORE HE/S CALLED ME By My § 
BACK ON HIS TWO FIRST NAME 

FEET. AGAIN. M&M SEFORE. 
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if WAS MIKE FROM THEN ON... THROUGH DESPERATE DAYS THAT SAW REPBATED | 
ATTACKS .& DETERMINED FOE... AND THE PILING UP OF A PRESSURE THAT TESTED | 
MEN'S COURAGE AND STAMINA TO THE UTMOST... ~ : 

\/___ DID. you ‘ 

EVER SEE ANYTHING 
SO FANTASTIC, MIKE P 
THEY'RE THROWING IN 
EVERYTHING? -AND 
WHAT A PASTING 


OUR ARTILLERY’S 
GIVING THEM / 


Fs 






















THE ARTILLERY WON'T 
STOP /EM, THOUGH / 
WE'RE GOING. TO HAVE 
OUR WORK CLIT OUT TO 
d KNOCK THAT LOT 
PA, SACK ON THEIR HEELS / 


BRITISH TWENTY-FIVE POUNDERS LAID DOWN ‘A CURTAIN OF FIRE THAT WORKED 
HANOC AMONG THE NAZIS’ SOFT-SKINNED VEHICLES. yUT THE PANZERS CAME 
MON. fT WAS OP To THE CRUSADERS. TO STOP THEM .<-« 

Y ‘ = _ 
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THE FENSHIRES ‘HAD TO USE FINESSE TO OFFSET 

THE SUPERIOR GUN-POWER OF THE ENEMY IRON- 

CLADS. IT WAS AT MIKE/S SUGGESTION THAT THEY 
REMAINED IN HULL-DOWN POSITIONS TILL THE 


PANZERS WERE CLOSE UP TO THEM 





NO OOUBT OF /T..- 
*M A BETTER 
COMMANDING OFFICER 
FOR HAVING MIKE HOGAN 
AS MY SECONO (N 
COMMANDO. DASH /S ALL 
VERY WELL, SUT /T 
ONLY LEADS TO 
DISASTER . 








EFFECT... 


or 








Treaster In The Deser€. 


IEADQUARTBERS, COLLINS SAW LIVING EVIDENCE OF THE 
Su TceeeeS THE FENSHIRE LIGHT SM ORSE WERE SCORING... 


PRISONERS »o- 
WHO TOOK" 
THEM: ? 


WEXENKESSEL... THE , 
WITCHES’ CAULDRON J. 


JUST THE SAME, A MOUNTING PRICE ‘| YET. ANOTHER ENEMY ATTACK WAS 
WAS BEING PAID FOR THOSE LAUNCHED ON A BROAD aN ae 
SUCCESSES, AS THE BRIGADIER FOLL 
“LEARNED... HELD FIRM, oe ree 

WAS FORCED TO 


: THAT! 5 ¢ 
LIEUTENANT 


BE BACK, 
COLONEL ... 





Thunder In The 


THE LINE WAS RESTORED FIVE MILES TO THE 
BAST... WITH THE FENSHIRES OCCUPVING 
KEY SECTOR ON A PLATEAU... 


MAJOR HOGAN HAS 

PROPOSED THAT WE 

LIE BACK FROM THE EDGE 
ESCARPME 


MINES WERE SOWN_IN THE WADI. Late NIGHT. 
GERMAN COMBAT ENGINEERS OPERAT! 
GREAT STEALTH, TRIED To UIFT_ THEM eee 
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UP ON THE PLATEAU ABOVE THE WADI, THE TWO BRITISH SERGEANTS, BERT RAND, 
AND JULIAN TORRANCE, WERE PEERING INTO THE GLOOM «++ ome 






1 TELL You | CAN SEE 
SOMETHING MOVING 
DOWN THERE. 





a 






IMAGINATION RUN 
AWAY WITH You. 
YOU'VE GOT THE 


cs 

RANDALL CHOSE TO BACK HIS JUDGMENT... 
WITH A SQUIRT OF SLUGS FROM HIS TOMMY- 
GUN, A MINE WENT OFF... AS FINGERS 
ENGAGED IN A‘TRICKY TASK BUNGLED THE JOB 
\NITH CALAMITOUS RESULTS FOR ONE GROUP . 
OF COMBAT ENGINEERS... ; 


[ G07" THE. JITTERS, 
HAVE 12 


































OTHER BRITISH GUNS 
STUTTERED OUT, -LACING THE 
DARKNESS OF “THE WADI 
WITH STREAMS OF: LEAD. THE 
GERMANS FLED IN 


CONFUSION «ee 
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AT FIRST LIGHT, PANZERS LUNGED AGAINST THE ESCARPMENT {TSELF IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO STORM THE PLATEAU. THEY WERE UNCHALLENGED UNTIL 
THEIR HULES LIFTED ABOVE THE RIM. THEN A HURRICANE OF SHELLS 





HAT. WAS THE FIRST OF A SERIES OF ASSAULTS SPREAD OVER A WEEK OF 
BUT DAY BY DAY 


T 

BITTER FIGHTING. THE FURY OF THE DEFENSIVE FIRE_ BROKE THEM, 

THE FENSHIRES' STRENGTH WAS WHITTLED DOWN. THE TANKS COMMANDED BY 
AND RANDALL WERE AMONG THOSE KNOCK 


Sr 


Thunder tn The Desert 


TOGETHER THE TWO- SERGEANTS MADE FOR THE REGIMENTAL AID POST. 
SOLE. SURVIVORS. OF THEIR CREWS. THEY WERE THERE WHEN HANFORD 
NISITED (T, 4S HE ALWAYS DID DURING: A LUL NT 


HE BATTLE. 


DON’T 


| DOC... 

STILL FIT 
ENOUGH To DO 
MY STUFF / 


GUY HANFORD WATCHED THEM STUMBLE OFF TOGETHER, HEADING BACK 
TOWARDS THE BATTLE- FRONT TO REPORT TO THEIR SQUADRON- COMMANDER. 
OTHERS FOLLOWED, AND HANFORD CHOKED MOMENTARILY ON A LUMP 


THAT ROSE IN HIS THROAT... Z 
pes BRAVE: MEN, Doe...) WG Z 
: ¢ {T. MAKES ME -PROU! K 
Soke z To BE THEIR 
COLONEL. PROUD... - 
AND A LITTLE 
HUMBLE ... 


You FEEL, 
‘GUY. ~ 








Thunder In The Desert é/ 


lh eee CE 1 
THERE WERE PLACES FOR THOSE RETURNING CASUALTIES IN. THE OEPLETED 
SQUADRONS. THEY HAD BEEN RE-MUSTERED INTO SERVICEABLE TANKS WHEN 
THE NEXT PANZER ATTACK WAS MOUNTED... AN ATTACK WITH A DIFFERENCE, 
FOR THE WADI CAME IN FOR ATTENTION ONCE MORE. 
WHEN WE HAVE ; 
BEATEN A WAY THROUGH THEIR 
MINES ‘NITH THE FLAILS, OUR 
ARMOUR WILL CUT THIS BRITISH z 
UNIT IN TWO AND O&STROY IT. 4 


‘BEFORE THE NAZI FLAIL-TANK COULD FULFIL ITS 
"ROLE, A CRUSADER SWEPT DOWN INTO THE WADI. 
fT CARRIED A MIXED CREW OF EX-INFANTRYMEN 
AND TWO OF THE ORIGINAL’ FENSHIRES... AND IT 
CAME INSTANTLY UNDER A MURDEROUS FIRE. 
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THE CRUSADER ROARED ONWARD THROUGH THE TORRENT OF SHELLS. IT WAS 
GOUGED IN HALF-A-DOZEN PLACES AND WAS ABLAZE WITH A DEAD CREW 
INSIDE [T WHEN IT RAMMED THE GERMAN FLAIL-TANK AND BLEW IT UP. 


GY F 





“THE WADI! WAS BLOCKED WITH MANGLED WRECKAGE. THE THRUST IN THAT 
QUARTER HAD FAILED AND ALONG THE ESCARPMENT THE MAIN GERMAN 
ONSLAUGHT WAS SMASHED... THOUGH AT DESPERATE COST... 


NES, MIKE. WE'VE WHIPPED ‘EM. 
GIVEN UP, IT WAS TOUCH AND GO — 
THEY'RE TRACKING AND WE/RE JUST ABOUT AT 

THE END OF OUR TETHER. 
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UNSHAYEN, CLOSE TO EXHAUSTION. 

THEM WHEN HIS STAFF CAR BROUGHT HIM ALONGSIDE HANFORD'S CRUSADER... 

“Good HEAVENS, y YES, SIR, WE/VE JUST ABOUT HAD 

HANFORD, |S IT... BUT THE ENEMY HAS 

THIS ALL THAT's ] PULLED OUT... AND FoR KEEPS! 

LEFT OF YOUR ALL'S QUIET ON THIS SECTOR 
NOW. . 





uM 7 HE COULD NOT HAVE BLAMED THESE 
Tee es ne ra MADE DRAINED BND HAGGARD MUTINOUS PROTEST. 
S , 

AGAINST THE FENSHIRES ++ BUT THERE WAS NO PROTEST. THEY LISTENED 
AS HE GAVE DETAILS OF THEIR’ MOVE 
INTO THE NORTHERN BATTLE, THEN THEY. 
WALKED TO THEIR CRUSADERS... 
STOICALLY... STEADFASTLY 























COLONEL 
HANFORD, 
YoU AND 
YouR MEN 
HAVE DONE MORE. THAN 
ANYONE COULD HAVE 
DEMANDED. BUT NE GOT TO 
ASK STILL MORE OF YOU... WE/RE ¥ : 
STAGING A COUNTER-OFFENSINE IN | 
THE NORTH, MY ORDERS ARE TO AN 

SUPPORT IT BY SWITCHING EVERY 
| TANK | CAN SPARE TO THE 
DIVISION'S RIGHT FLANK. 
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NOT ANY LONGER’ AN’ EXC! | 
BUT ONE IN| WHICH MEN FROM VASTLY DIFF! Oe OS LIFE HAD 
| LEARNED CCOMRADESHIP AMID THE LEVELLING SB EOCESSES OE Garvie se” 


A oe 
IN “THE 
ie) 


g 'S AS ‘HE GAZE 
AFTER THE LAST. OF THE 
FENSHIRE .LIGHT HORSE «.. 
MAYBE... ° HE WOULD 


BUT 
ANE CONFESSED 


NEVER 
TO [Teer 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS ... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 117—THE TROUBLED SEA _ No. 118.—HEAT OF BATTLE 


Some men deserve to die—Kapitan A scratch guncrew on a solitary Bofors 
Kurt Wolf of U-boat 97 was such a_ matched against an enemy flushed with 
man ! victory. 
ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. I16.—MAN OF DESTINY 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
November 6th, are :— 


No. 120.—THE VALLEY OF No. 122.—THE SAVAGE ISLAND 
DEATH 


No. 121.—HELL’S HOTTEST No. 123.—VULTURE IN THE 
ACRE NEST 








YOU GET 116 
ALL DIFFERENT 
GENUINE STAMPS 
including: monaco—tourdes diamond shape; 


GERMANY — Sputnik; RED CHINA— Liberation; 
ALBANIA — 1921 Revolution (3); LATVIA — Airman; 
CZECH—Stalin: ESTONIA—Nazi Issue; ALLIED MILITARY 
GOV'T; ISRAEL; ARGENTINA and dozens of other 
fascinating and unusual stamps from all over the world. 
You also get: 88 stamp size Flags of the Nations to dress 
up your album! Planet Mail and Boy Scout Souvenir sheets! 
FREE! Complete set of 4 facsimiles of the historic Suez 
Canal Co. stamps. Issued 92 years ago—withdrawn within 
| month. Originals sell for up to £50 each at auction! 
GRAND TOTAL 208 DIFFERENT ITEMS. USUALLY 
6/6. ALL FOR 1 /- TO INTRODUCE OUR BARGAIN 
APPROVALS. (APPROVALS ARE STAMPS SENT TO 
YOU FOR FREE INSPECTION. BUY WHAT YOU WANT, 
RETURN THE REST IN 14 DAYS.) 
Money back if not 100°, delighted 

SEND NAME AND ADDRESS AND I/- ASK 
FOR LOT P.4 OR MAIL COUPON TODAY 


sry : PALF 
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| TO: BROADWAY APPROVALS 
50, DENMARK HILL, ' 
| LONDON, S.E5. (LoTes) | 


racsiMILE 
| enclose | -. Rush me the complete collection of | 
208 different items including the 4 Suez facsimiles. 
Send a seiection of targain approvals for free § 
examination. | 
MY NAME : = = |! 
pAnoness rca bacarr tat = |! 


(Please print carefully!) i 
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